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ABSTRACT
Keywords: Based on the situation in which COVID-19 is spreading and the supply of masks is
Disposable filtering facepiece respirators ~ insufficient, we have compiled materials to be used as reference for the selection and
COVID-19 use of masks in an emergency. Disposable filtering facepiece respirators can
Cloth masks significantly help preventing infection and transmission by droplets. But if there is
Reuse a short supply, cloth masks can be an alternative. Because they have low protection
Sterilization experiments against occupational groups with high risk of infection, they should not be

recommended for health care workers. The principle is not to reuse a disposable
filtering facepiece respirators, but if it has to be reused under special circumstances,
the recommendations from the Ministry of Food and Drug Safety and the National
Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH) should be observed. Some
sterilization experiments suggested the possibility for reuse of disposable filtering
masks through sterilization by sunlight, ultraviolet rays, and heat.
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