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ABSTRACT
Keywords: Although the drug distribution system is essential, there is a lack of research on the
Drug Wholesaler detailed status of drug wholesalers in Korea. Therefore, this study aimed to
Supply Expenditure understand the current situation of drug distribution structures and wholesalers in
Domestic Trend Korea. The drug supply data collected in the Korean Pharmaceutical Information
Drug distribution system Service (KPIS) were used, and the number of wholesalers by year, drug supply

amount, opening and closing status, business period, customer characteristics, and
the number of drug items handled were analyzed. Wholesalers increased by 10.2%
from 1,809 in 2011 to 2,014 in 2014. As of 2014, the number of large wholesalers
with a supply amount of KRW 100 billion or more was 53 (2.6%). The total number
of pharmaceutical items supplied by wholesalers to medical institutions,
wholesalers, and health institutions for each category of pharmaceutical supply
amount was analyzed. The average number of pharmaceutical items handled by
wholesalers was 1,148, with the minimum number of items being 1 and the
maximum number of items being 13,133. As a result of the analysis, it was
confirmed that there are many small wholesalers and that they are polarized.
Although this study tried to understand the realistic situation by analyzing the
current status of wholesale distribution of pharmaceuticals, it has a limitation in that
it was not possible to identify specific distribution channels for individual
pharmaceuticals. Further research on the details of each distribution stage is needed.
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Table 1. Pharmaceutical supply amount by distribution stage

by year (unit: KRW 100 million)

2012 2013 2014
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Fig. 1. Supply scale by pharmaceutical distribution stage
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Fig. 2. Number of wholesalers by size of pharmaceutical
supply and opening/closing status
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Table 2. Status of wholesalers by pharmaceutical wholesaler
business period
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(" Table 3. Status of pharmaceuticals handled by wholesalers and customers by supply amount section )
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