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ABSTRACT
Keywords: Drug-induced photosensitivity is an undesirable effect of topically applied or
photosensitivity systemically administrated pharmaceuticals, followed by exposition to sunlight.
phototoxic Photosensitivity reactions are classified into phototoxic and photoallergic reactions.
photoallergic Photosensitivity reactions accounted for a small percentage of total adverse event
DIP reports but could significantly impact patients' quality of life if not recognized and
side effect managed. We tried to estimate the prevalence and features of drug-induced

photosensitivity reactions to understand characteristics for appropriate management.
In this article, we analyzed data from the Regional Pharmacovigilance Center of the
Korean Pharmaceutical Association(KPA)'s adverse event reporting system to
investigate drug-induced photosensitivity reactions from 2013 to 2023. Drug-induced
photosensitivity reactions were similarly reported in men and women, and most cases
occurred in individuals aged 19 to 65. Symptoms often occurred in spring and summer
months when UV radiation is stronger. Various drugs are thought to be related to
photosensitivity reactions. Immunosuppressants and NSAIDs are the most frequently
reported pharmacological subgroups. Pirfenidone was the most frequently reported
chemical substance associated with photosensitivity reactions. Clinical symptoms of
photosensitivity reactions included rash, itchiness, and skin discoloration in areas
exposed to sunlight. The causality evaluation is categorized as 'possible’ or 'probable’
indicating a relatively high certainty of the association between the drug and the
adverse reaction. While the reported cases to the KPA may not be numerous, these
reactions do exhibit gender and seasonal characteristics and are preventable.
Therefore patient education and monitoring are needed.
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Table 1. Gender in patients with drug-induced
photosensitivity reported to the KPA
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Table 2. Age in patients with drug-induced photosensitivity\
reported to the KPA
HAHCH HITH=(H) HIZ (%)
18M| Olst 1 1.4
19~65M OJ2¢ 42 57.5
65A| OfAt 30 411
Sl 73 100.0
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Table 4. Number of drug-induced photosensitivity reported to the KPA by chemical substance
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Table 5. Drug-induced photosensitivity clinical presentation reported to the KPA
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Figure 1. Number of monthly drug-induced photosensitivity reported to the KPA
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