CH stk = st 3| X| May 2025
Korean Journal of Community Pharmacy Vol. 11, No. 1, pp. 1-9 T

S28d 22 ZHMBEATUN Z7|IHE St +<
TZ0| olxl= ST =4
ESSREE

SASTEAR
(2025 49 21 F% - 2025\ 58 21 & - 2025 58 222 5¢)

Impact of Increasing Long—Term Prescriptions on the Revenue Structure of

a Prescription—Specialized Pharmacy Near a General Hospital
Jin-Young Cho*

Withpharm Angel Pharmacy, Gangdonggu, Seoul, Republic Korea

(Received April 21, 2025 - Revised May 21, 2025 - Accepted May 22, 2025)

ABSTRACT
Keywords: Background: This study aims to analyze the financial impact of long-term
Long-term prescription prescriptions on the revenue structure of a pharmacy located near a general hospital
Dispensing fee with over 600 beds. Amid recent trends—such as prolonged medical staff strikes,
Credit card fee drug shortages, and an aging population—the frequency of prescriptions exceeding
Inventory burden 180 days is increasing, posing new challenges for pharmacy management. Methods:

While national prescription statistics from the Health Insurance Review and
Assessment Service (HIRA) were referenced for trend context, the primary research
data were derived from dispensing records collected at a single prescription-
specialized pharmacy between January 2023 and February 2025. Prescriptions were
categorized by duration (e.g., over 91 days and over 180 days), and data on
dispensing fees, copayments, inventory costs, and credit card processing fees were
analyzed. Results: There was a notable increase in the proportion of long-term
prescriptions over time. On average, credit card processing fees accounted for 5.3%
to 6.6% of total dispensing fees. Prescriptions exceeding 180 days led to greater
inventory burdens and liquidity risks, negatively affecting profitability. In addition,
one-day prescriptions for external preparations—often dispensed in large volumes
—yielded disproportionately low dispensing fees compared to card fee deductions,
indicating structural issues in the reimbursement system. Conclusion: Long-term
prescriptions increase pharmacy revenue in nominal terms but simultaneously
impose significant financial burdens. Systemic improvements—including tiered
dispensing reimbursements and limits on card fee deductions—are needed to ensure
the financial sustainability of pharmacies handling extended prescriptions.

Pharmacy reimbursement structure
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(" Table 1. Monthly average drug costs per patient based on pharmacy dispensing claims data (Jan 2023 - Aug 2024) )
Month Number of Patients (1,000 patients) Drug Expenditures (1,000,000 KRW)  Average Drug Price (KRW/patient)

Jan 2023 22,947 1,544,251 67,296

Feb 2023 21,754 1,493,798 68,668

Mar 2023 24,155 1,668,295 69,066

Apr 2023 24,581 1,609,515 65,478

May 2023 24,773 1,692,151 68,306

Jun 2023 23,476 1,644,834 70,064

Jul 2023 23,921 1,635,021 68,351

Aug 2023 23,654 1,672,544 70,709

Sep 2023 23,289 1,579,072 67,803

Oct 2023 24,785 1,671,165 67,426

Nov 2023 25,503 1,701,562 66,720

Dec 2023 26,206 1,720,100 65,638

Jan 2024 25,039 1,758,196 70,218

Feb 2024 22,608 1,603,498 70,926

Mar 2024 23,914 1,658,084 68,335

Apr 2024 24,338 1,748,772 71,854

May 2024 23,922 1,726,401 72,168

Jun 2024 22,360 1,599,850 71,550

Jul 2024 24,072 1,788,216 74,286

Aug 2024 24,376 1,724,834 70,760

Source: Health Insurance Review and Assessment Service
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(" Table 2. Average drug cost per prescription according to duration of therapy categories (Jan 2023 - Feb 2025) )
Month 1-day >30 days 90 days >91 days >180 days Total
Jan 2023 48,172 139,209 174,405 183,762 173,168 95,211
Feb 2023 45,295 135,917 174,960 180,400 174,792 92,314
Mar 2023 45,240 130,505 166,566 172,312 161,895 85,464
Apr 2023 42,514 128,115 165,037 175,311 154,024 86,146
May 2023 39,666 128,706 162,981 172,977 159,322 81,403
Jun 2023 40,507 117,206 153,382 150,204 126,223 77,536
Jul 2023 42,817 129,399 165,429 173,419 175,592 83,396
Aug 2023 49,673 146,788 183,876 195,751 198,679 101,650
Sep 2023 45,671 145,755 185,368 193,878 190,559 99,426
Oct 2023 51,297 148,159 187,709 203,651 220,775 99,655
Nov 2023 51,338 152,921 194,649 209,420 204,664 102,242
Dec 2023 52,740 148,483 186,191 203,927 210,112 100,969
Jan 2024 49,939 149,071 187,770 199,543 195,300 98,776
Feb 2024 48,971 149,914 189,202 197,733 179,275 105,990
Mar 2024 60,471 154,071 192,784 205,071 200,503 107,049
Apr 2024 54,471 154,364 195,939 211,022 221,732 108,896
May 2024 49,464 159,164 203,263 214,636 219,356 110,568
Jun 2024 57,141 161,613 200,796 217,226 220,923 112,125
Jul 2024 58,742 155,874 199,099 214,953 232,558 108,103
Aug 2024 49,521 161,574 204,448 217,759 219,334 112,856
Sep 2024 63,879 164,661 205,491 217,115 209,839 120,242
Oct 2024 53,422 162,975 201,379 214,455 225,302 117,046
Nov 2024 54,601 162,001 196,490 216,770 223,998 114,714
Dec 2024 55,316 163,235 207,593 218,960 222,676 114,348
Jan 2025 50,574 172,687 216,067 230,824 240,031 122,628
Feb 2025 57,378 165,742 207,970 220,662 231,069 118,975
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(" Table 3. Monthly proportion of prescriptions by duration (Jan 2023 - Feb 2025) )
Month >30 days (%) >90 days (%) >91 days (%) >180 days (%)
Jan 2023 59.5 36.2 22.3 74
Feb 2023 58.9 339 224 8.0
Mar 2023 56.1 329 20.0 6.7
Apr 2023 589 339 21.6 77
May 2023 54.5 31.0 193 6.6
Jun 2023 56.7 30.7 19.1 6.6
Jul 2023 55.6 32.6 21.3 7.0
Aug 2023 61.8 38.0 24.7 9.3
Sep 2023 60.2 36.3 231 8.2
Oct 2023 58.4 35.0 230 8.3
Nov 2023 59.0 35.8 233 7.7
Dec 2023 59.5 36.3 22.6 8.8
Jan 2024 58.0 349 221 8.1
Feb 2024 62.7 37.3 238 8.4
Mar 2024 61.4 37.1 237 9.1
Apr 2024 62.9 379 24.8 89
May 2024 60.9 38.0 24.8 9.7
Jun 2024 60.3 37.6 24.6 9.5
Jul 2024 61.2 374 239 8.8
Aug 2024 624 38.9 259 9.5
Sep 2024 63.6 39.6 25.0 10.0
Oct 2024 64.3 41.0 27.1 9.9
Nov 2024 62.7 38.8 259 10.5
Dec 2024 623 38.0 25.0 10.1
Jan 2025 64.1 40.6 274 1.6
Feb 2025 64.2 40.6 27.6 1.1
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Table 4. Monthly trends in prescription rate, dispensing fee ratio, and credit card fee rate by prescription duration \
1-day 30-59 days 60-89 days

Month Rx F CF Rx F CF Rx F CF
Jan 2023 10.2 4.0 6.2 13.8 13.5 3.8 94 1.9 49
Feb 2023 9.9 4.0 5.9 15.2 15.0 33 9.8 123 4.6
Mar 2023 1 4.6 6.7 14.7 14.7 3.0 8.5 11.0 5.0
Apr 2023 9.1 3.7 6.9 15.8 15.7 3.1 9.1 "7 4.4
May 2023 11 47 5.7 154 15.9 3.0 8.1 10.8 5.1
Jun 2023 9.5 3.9 6.1 16.1 16.2 3.6 10.0 13.0 4.2
Jul 2023 10.1 4.2 7.2 13.8 13.9 35 9.3 12.0 5.0
Aug 2023 8.2 3.2 7.2 13.6 13.1 3.9 10.2 127 4.8
Sep 2023 9.2 3.7 5.8 15.5 15.2 39 8.5 10.7 5.0
Oct 2023 10.7 43 71 13.8 13.6 39 9.6 12.3 4.8
Nov 2023 9.0 3.6 7.0 14.5 14.3 35 8.6 1.0 5.2
Dec 2023 9.5 3.8 7.0 13.6 133 3.8 9.7 12.2 5.2
Jan 2024 10.1 4.1 6.8 135 134 39 9.6 123 49
Feb 2024 8.6 33 6.1 15.7 15.1 4.0 9.8 121 5.1
Mar 2024 7.9 3.1 8.2 15.3 14.8 35 9.0 1.2 5.3
Apr 2024 75 29 71 15.8 15.2 35 9.3 1.4 5.2
May 2024 8.2 33 6.3 14.7 14.2 34 8.2 10.2 45
Jun 2024 9.1 3.6 6.6 14.4 14.2 34 8.2 10.3 5.1
Jul 2024 8.3 32 8.0 15.8 15.5 35 7.9 9.9 4.7
Aug 2024 8.3 32 7.0 15.4 14.9 3.6 8.1 10.1 4.7
Sep 2024 79 3.0 7.5 154 149 35 8.6 10.4 4.6
Oct 2024 79 3.0 7.5 15.2 145 38 8.1 9.9 47
Nov 2024 8.3 32 73 16.0 15.5 3.7 7.9 9.8 45
Dec 2024 9.3 3.6 74 15.5 15.2 39 8.8 10.9 5.1
Jan 2025 8.5 33 6.6 14.5 13.9 3.6 9.0 10.9 47
Feb 2025 9.0 35 7.8 149 14.2 3.8 8.7 10.6 49
Rx: prescription ratio (%), F: dispensing fee ratio, CF: Credit card fee rate

.
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Table 4. Monthly trends in prescription rate, dispensing fee ratio, and credit card fee rate by prescription duration (Continued) )
90-day > 91 days > 180 days

Month Rx F CF Rx F CF Rx F CF
Jan 2023 13.9 18.6 5.4 223 30.7 6.6 7.4 10.2 6.9
Feb 2023 1.5 15.7 5.8 224 31.2 6.0 8.0 1.2 6.0
Mar 2023 129 179 5.8 20.0 287 5.9 6.7 9.6 6.1
Apr 2023 123 16.8 5.4 21.6 30.2 6.2 77 10.8 5.7
May 2023 1.6 16.4 5.6 19.3 28.2 6.1 6.6 9.6 6.0
Jun 2023 1.6 16.0 5.9 19.1 273 5.7 6.6 9.5 5.1
Jul 2023 1.2 15.6 5.8 21.3 304 6.2 7.0 10.0 6.7
Aug 2023 133 17.6 5.6 24.7 335 6.6 9.3 12.6 6.8
Sep 2023 13.1 17.7 6.4 23.1 31.9 6.8 8.2 1.3 7.1
Oct 2023 12.0 16.4 5.8 230 323 6.8 8.3 1.6 7.8
Nov 2023 12.6 17.0 6.0 233 323 7.1 77 10.7 73
Dec 2023 13.7 185 6.0 22.6 31.3 7.1 8.8 12.2 7.6
Jan 2024 12.8 17.6 5.9 221 31.1 6.6 8.1 1.4 6.9
Feb 2024 135 17.8 6.1 23.8 323 6.8 8.4 1.4 6.7
Mar 2024 13.3 17.8 6.4 237 32.7 7.0 9.1 125 7.1
Apr 2024 13.1 17.3 5.8 24.8 335 7.1 8.9 12.1 7.6
May 2024 13.2 17.4 6.6 24.8 339 73 9.7 13.2 7.6
Jun 2024 13.0 17.5 6.2 24.6 339 73 9.5 13.1 7.6
Jul 2024 13.6 18.2 b.7 239 327 7.0 8.8 12.0 7.7
Aug 2024 13.0 17.1 6.1 259 35.1 73 95 129 7.4
Sep 2024 14.6 19.0 6.7 25.0 33.6 7.2 10.0 135 7.0
Oct 2024 13.9 18.0 5.8 27.1 36.1 6.9 9.9 13.3 7.6
Nov 2024 129 17.1 6.7 259 35.1 7.2 10.5 14.2 7.7
Dec 2024 13.0 17.3 6.6 25.0 34.1 7.6 10.1 13.8 8.1
Jan 2025 13.2 17.1 5.8 274 36.5 73 11.6 15.5 7.8
Feb 2025 13.1 16.9 6.5 27.6 36.8 7.0 1.1 14.8 79

L S

o MAlE S A== Btk Agds 73t E
e &3} of7he] Hlgo] 2023 1¥€o)| |3 20259 2¢¥
‘iizﬂi, T ZAR Y] 7IE peRES
Hl7h S7hke 2t

BRI of= AWRA FF ARER &
A AL 1Y Fat o AH| 9] STk EAHY] =AW 24
347t S7HIAE ok oy A7) Ao 7 oA
H|9] 2717} Yol 2= gtV

A7\ S7FE 8 £ 91 o4 9 1804 o}
o] A vlgo] A&HH R F7IskAL 9low, o] wet 3
T A7HE FHE stk 28U 91 o E = 24
27 AHstE o] 2ADT} s Yol Ao, BUR
H739 tiiio] 7t=EE AR wet 7tEerREo] 2
A o ddxoz FAstal e 271 BEEHAU
th” 3] 98AE 1Y Ao AFEHUAE AAZE
T £ol FofEo] 7tEeeRTt 2ARE 28= 9

A @ae] WS g

g 471l el oFste] 0 bl 4% L 71
A7 1A, AF 54 ofsh 2 B8AITL WA 7t
LXo] 3H Z7F5tgT? mrleke] Yot Ru ko)
ol $w, o7} a7t wisA WS AAlolA oF
o] ARH £AZ ojojd 4 gk ool A B
AR 271 A A7 E71R Q1% 9l By S ok
Bl FF= vE = ok olol wEk, A7IAE 7t
o= o F20 38 7187t 7] A A=A
2| Heko] 97| o] FojAof it tha & d9 24
= 7|9 R o 8 Aotk

1. MR A FEO| A TR
A7\ Z71) ure 24 9919 FH Fio] F7koe

AL wgstel, @Y F 2AR FRE ALY Be

7t Sk B3] S8AY BS, WG TS FoRASE

VEE

CHSIr=2SHS|X| M1 & M1 S 2025 58



v
pal
08

o
Table 5. Credit card fee rate on dispensing fees excluding those for medical aid and industrial accident patients )
Month Credit card fee rate (%)
1-day 30-59 days 60-89 days 90-day > 91 days > 180 days

Jan 2023 6.6 4.2 5.2 6.1 VAl 7.2

Feb 2023 6.6 3.7 5.5 6.6 6.6 6.6

Mar 2023 74 33 5.6 6.3 6.4 6.5

Apr 2023 77 35 5.0 6.0 6.7 6.1

May 2023 6.4 33 5.8 6.1 6.5 6.3

Jun 2023 6.6 39 4.6 6.5 6.0 5.4

Jul 2023 7.8 3.8 5.6 6.3 6.7 7.1

Aug 2023 7.6 43 53 6.3 7.2 73

Sep 2023 6.4 4.4 55 7.0 7.3 75

Oct 2023 8.8 43 53 6.3 75 8.2

Nov 2023 7.8 3.8 5.7 6.6 7.6 77

Dec 2023 77 4.2 5.9 6.6 77 8.1

Jan 2024 7.6 43 53 6.5 7.2 73

Feb 2024 6.6 43 5.7 6.7 74 7.1

Mar 2024 9.0 39 5.8 7.0 75 7.6

Apr 2024 7.8 39 5.9 6.7 7.6 8.0

May 2024 6.8 37 49 7.2 8.0 82

Jun 2024 73 3.8 5.8 6.9 7.9 8.1

Jul 2024 8.8 37 52 6.5 7.6 8.1

Aug 2024 7.7 40 53 6.8 79 7.8

Sep 2024 8.4 4.0 5.2 73 7.8 77

Oct 2024 8.4 43 5.4 6.7 7.6 8.0

Nov 2024 7.8 4.0 5.1 7.2 79 8.2

Dec 2024 8.2 43 5.8 7.4 83 8.7

Jan 2025 7.2 39 5.2 6.6 79 83

Feb 2025 8.6 4.1 5.5 7.0 7.6 8.3
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Table 6. Rate of increase or decrease in drug costs
compared to August 2023
Month Rate of increase or decrease in drug costs (%)
Aug 2023 0.0
Sep 2023 -8.6
Oct 2023 2.8
Nov 2023 5.5
Dec 2023 1.6
Jan 2024 7.0
Feb 2024 1.1
Mar 2024 11.0
Apr 2024 19.4
May 2024 18.1
Jun 2024 14.6
Jul 2024 29.4
Aug 2024 26.0
Sep 2024 18.6
Oct 2024 25.0
Nov 2024 24.8
Dec 2024 359
Jan 2025 309
Feb 2025 28.0
. J
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