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ABSTRACT

Keywords: As going to the population ages, interest in the care of the elderly is increasing. The
proportion of polypharmacy in elderly people taking more than five kinds of drugs
is high in Korea (82.4%) and Australia (43%). As the number of medicines increases
in elderly patients, adverse drug reaction due to medicines such as falls, fractures,
drug-drug interactions, duplication of taking, decreasing of drug compliance, and
improper prescription are increased. In Australia, a program of certified geriatric
pharmacists who provide professional pharmacy services to elderly patients is
operated. The Australian Association of Consultant Pharmacy (AACP) and the
Pharmacists of Australia (SHPA) operate the program of certified geriatric
pharmacists. The AACP is primarily responsible for developing and managing
evaluation processes related to the pharmacy specialist system while SHPA is
associated with the CCGP (U.S.) to ensure that Australian elderly pharmacists qualify
in Australia. The certified geriatric pharmacists in Australia provide Medication
Management Reviews services that a pharmacist visits a patient to review the
patient's medication and adjust medication by notifying the general practitioner. By
identifying and resolving drug-related problems in elderly patients, so that they can
use their medicines safely, effectively and appropriately. The system of certified
geriatric pharmacists in Australia, which are re-certification, management, financial
support, and data provision, is worth considering in the Korean system. By providing
counseling through the certified geriatric pharmacists, it is possible to review and
adjust the medication use of elderly patients to improve the safety and health of the
patient by increasing treatment outcomes and reducing adverse events.
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Fig. 1. The proportion of medical expenses and medicines’
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expenditure in South Korea
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7 -E2FAE S)(American Society of Consultant Pharmacists,
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(1979¢), =214k K Certified Geriatric Pharmacist, CGP)
At BARo R wYHh SRAME ojst SAHA
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LAMEAIEE &9 U, sHARE v R E =
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