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ABSTRACT
Keywords: Korea has entered into an aging society at an unprecedented rate, and interest in
Geriatric pharmacist pharmaceutical care for the elderly has increased. The old have usually many
Pharmacist specialty chronic diseases and different pharmacokinetic/pharmacodynamics characteristics
Certified geriatric pharmacist compared to adults. Also, polypharmacy in the elderly increases the risk for
Japan drug-drug interactions so that careful and professional pharmaceutical care approach
Singapore is needed. The purpose of this study was to examine the implications for the

introduction of certified geriatric pharmacist program through the review of systems
in Japan and Singapore. In Japan, the pharmacy association operates its own program
and a pharmacist who has completed web-based classes, practice-focused workshops,
and actual case reports for at least two years is eligible to take the exam for the
certified geriatric pharmacist. In Singapore, the government established the
Pharmacists Registration Act in 2007 and made the Pharmacy Specialists Accreditation
Board (PSAB) operate the program. A pharmacist who has finished the practice
related to the elderly pharmaceutical care for one or more years and has a geriatric
pharmacist certification from the US is eligible to apply for registration in Singapore.
In Korea, we need to develop a professional system combined with theory and
practice for the elderly by fully considering the Korean system. The certified
geriatric pharmacist will play the main role to establish a safe and appropriate base

for drug use in the elderly.
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Table 1, Comparison of population statistics in Korea, Japan,
and Singapore

Korea Japan Singapore
Population, n (million) 5125 1264 5.61
GDP per capita, US dollar 27538 38,894 52,961
Life expectancy, years 82.2 83.8 82.6
Population over 65, % 138 273 124

The number of population, GDP per capita, and percentage of
population over 65 were based on the 2016 statistics, and life
\expectancy was based on 2015 statistics from the World Bank/
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Table 2. Certification courses for geriatric pharmacists in
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Table 3. Function of Pharmacy Specialist Accreditation Board,
No. Function of PSAB
1 To determine the qualifications, experience and other conditions for registration as specialists under Pharmacists Registration Act
2007
2 To define specialties in the practice of pharmacy for the purposes of maintaining and keeping the Register of Specialists
3 To accredit the training programmes to be recognised for persons who intend to qualify for registration as specialists under this
Act
4 To certify persons who have qualifications for registration as specialists under this Act
5  To recommend to the Council programmes for the continuing of pharmacy education of persons who are registered as specialists
under this Act
6  To advise the Council on matters affecting or connected with the registration of specialists under this Act
PSAB (Pharmacy Specialists Accreditation Board)
Table 4. Accreditation criteria for specialist pharmacists in Singapore
Item Description
a Fully registered with SPC, holds a valid practicing certificate, and is practicing in Singapore;
b Possesses a relevant postgraduate qualification that is recognized by the PSAB;
C Possesses a current specialty certification that is recognized by the PSAB; and
d (i) Has accumulated at least 3 years (continuous or otherwise) of working experience* in the same specialty as the specialty
certification referred to in (c) in the five years immediately preceding the application AND has undergone one year of full-time
residency training in that specialty; or
(ii) Has working experience in the same specialty as the specialty certification referred to in (c) in the year immediately preceding
the application AND has undergone:
« One year of full-time residency training in broad-based pharmacotherapy (PGY1)
« One year of full-time residency training in that specialty (PGY2)
SPC (Singapore Pharmacy Council); PSAB (Pharmacy Specialists Accreditation Board of Singapore)
\ J
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